
An exhibition of over 200 plastic cameras from the collection 
of Nigel Lendon. 
 
Alongside his practice as an artist and art-historian, Nigel Lendon has been an 
inveterate and purposeful collector of - amongst other things - conceptual art, 
Afghan War rugs and plastic cameras. 

In the 1970s and ‘80s he was interested in the multiple intersections between high 
culture and mass communication. He felt then that consumerism seemed to predict 
the advent of globalism and mass communication.  At the same time he discovered 
that the flea markets of the world were swamped with the plastic artefacts that had 
been discarded by previous generations. He wondered how was it, that plastic, once 
heralded as the “material of the future” so rapidly fell out of fashion to became 
something now regarded as cheap and ‘nasty’.  With a particular research project in 
mind to answer these questions, he went on to assemble this collection of over 200 
cameras made with plastic. 

In presenting this rare collection CMAG sees an opportunity to review this history 
and to acknowledge little known stories of design innovation, a rise of sophisticated 
marketing techniques and stories of global competitiveness between, at the time, 
small brands who jostled for dominance.  

The exhibition Form Beyond Function: Nigel Lendon’s Plastic cameras is on display 
at CMAG in the Open collections Gallery from Saturday 6 April until Saturday 27 July. 

An exhibition of style, design and and mass consumerism, these simple cameras put 
image making into the hands of just about everyone and in so doing launched the 
revolution in personal documentation that continues today. 

www.cmag.com.au

Media contact: 
Paul Webb Marketing Coordinator, 
ACT Museums and Galleries
Telephone: 62072131 M: 0402 106 777 
Email: paul.webb@act.gov.au

Canberra Museum + Gallery 
Cnr London Circuit and Civic Square 
Telephone:  62073968 
Monday – Saturday 10am-5pm

FORM BEYOND FUNCTION 
Nigel Lendon’s plastic cameras

Canberra Museum and Gallery (CMAG) 
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